Constitution of the Physics
 Graduate Student Organization (PGSO)

Objectives


The primary goal of the Physics Graduate Student Organization (PGSO) is to foster a sense of community amongst the Physics graduate students. The primary vehicle to accomplish this goal was the establishment and administration of a Graduate Student Lounge that provides a place for students to meet, socialize, and exchange ideas. The PGSO, as a student run organization exists to serve the needs and concerns of all Physics graduate students.  

        The PGSO is YOUR organization. Executive board members and Senators serve as a political body which advocates for graduate students in all aspects of University life. As a policy maker and coordinator for the administration of your graduate student fees, PGSO is committed to representing your interests at Syracuse University. 

Membership


All students enrolled in a program of study leading to a M.S. or Ph.D. in Physics at Syracuse University shall automatically become members of the Physics Graduate Student Organization (PGSO). 
        

Officers

Officers The PGSO has five elected officers. These officers must be PGSO members. The officers and their particular duties are as follows: 

President
        The President shall attend or delegate other officers to attend meetings that require a representative of the PGSO.  An example of this is the GSO meetings which require the PGSO to attend enough for the GSO to allow the PGSO a yearly budget. The President shall also notify the Physics Department Chair in writing of the results of PGSO elections and complete the and bring to the needed organization the “Recognized Student Organization Annual Officer and Advisor Registration” the form. 

Vice President (Treasurer)
        The Vice-President shall ensure that PGSO elections are held in a timely and correct fashion.  The Vice president shall maintain the PGSO's funds and make an accounting of the spending of these funds available to any member who requests to see such an accounting.

 
Senators
        The Senator representative shall represent members concerns to the PGSO and GSO Senate. The Senator shall also submit the PGSO's request to the GSO in a timely fashion. 

Historian

The Historians shall attend PGSO functions or have someone in his/her place to take and post pictures of PGSO functions on the PGSO webpage.  This title can be taken by any PGSO officer and in the case that no one is willing to accept the title the PGSO president will appoint it to an officer.  

        Officers may be removed from office by a signed petition of at least 3/5 of its members. When an officer is removed from office, resigns or otherwise is unable to serve out their term in office, the other officers will by a majority decision, either appoint a member to that office or assume that office's duties amongst themselves. 

Budget
        The funds of the PGSO may be spent by a majority decision of the PGSO officers or by a petition of a majority of the PGSO members.  Funds shall be collected from PGSO budget requests. 


Elections
        All members are eligible for office. The terms of the offices shall be from election date in late august and last one year.  If no member is elected to fill an office, the PGSO officers shall appoint a PGSO member to that office for the term in question.  The election day shall take place during the physics TA orientation week before classes begin.  The Vice President will ensure that the elections are held in a timely and correct fashion. Members may nominate themselves for office. Two members are needed to nominate a member to office. A member may decline nomination.  If a member is not present and is nominated it is only allowed if that member has given his/her consent.  After there are nominees for an office the nominees are given time to address the PGSO with their qualifications then leave the room, after which the members can discuss the qualifications of the nominees then vote.  The members may vote only once during each officers election.  The president and vice president must have at least one years experience as a PGSO officer.  At least one Senator must be a first or second year member of PGSO.  After the elections are done the president shall inform the department chair of the new officers.


Referenda
    A referendum shall be held in the same manner as an election.

Amendments
Amendments
       The President will call for a meeting to vote on an amendment of the constitution. A 3/5 majority of PGSO officers voting will be required to pass an amendment. 


For the record

This is not-for-profit organization.

Students have the right not to be discriminated against by any agent or organization, including recognized student organizations, of Syracuse University for reasons of age, creed, ethnic or national origin, gender, disability, marital status, political or social affiliation, race, religion, or sexual orientation.   This policy will include, but not be limited to, recruiting, membership, organization activities, or opportunities to hold office.

A majority of voting members of this organization may determine reasonable dues and fees assessed to each member at the beginning of each semester.

A specific member or members, designated by this organization shall be responsible for payment in full of all debts accumulated by the organization not covered by funds on deposit.

This organization will not conspire to engage in hazing, as defined by New York Penal Law 120.16 and New York Penal Law 120.17, or commit any act that causes or is likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to any fellow student or person attending the institution.

This organization shall comply with the Syracuse University Code of Student Conduct.







